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The Very Well Known and Very Able Or¬
ganizer of the Mine Workers of America.

"The high ideals of womanhood can never be real¬
ized in Colony Clubs. The canker worm that is gnawing
at the vitals of our womanhood is the failure of the rich
woman to fulfill her mission in life."
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liry, Who Introduced Mr
»h«a Fashionable Society

T4E late Frederick Townsend Martin. wbo was
recognized both &s an arbiter and spokesman
or New York fashionable society, had. Just be-

(01* his death written a series of articles on social
tunics* toi 'his uewspuper One of these articles',
hitherto unpublished, refutes the charges of ldlenesa.
extravagance ana dissipation which Mr. "Billy" Sun-
lay brings against society with so much vigor of lan¬
guage The article follows.

By the Late Frederick Townsend Martin.
SUME years *go a popular English novelist visited

America una wrote a rather interesting bit of
action supposed to be descriptive of the people

«".ua things she haa observed In thl3 country. Among
.uner thlngb ahn tola of a dinner given by a leader of
<uciety in New York At this function the waiters
were, uaid to be none other than elephants trained to
serve tood with their trunks. I never met any one in
England who really believed anything of thl3 kind.
Bin the^e are numerous people tn America whr. seem
.o cake audi stories as literally true.

Or course, tnere is <>o much unnecessary extrava¬
gance thai one cannot wonder that most incredible
tales find nelievers even among people of intelligence.
In my work 'The Passing of the Idle Rich." 1 told a
few taie* wnic/i an- absolutely true.

i could ada iu these If there were point or purpose
in so doing But there has been so much exaggera¬
tion <so much gossip, that the public is already much
overexcited ou the subject. If we are to arrive at
sound conclusions- we must approach the matter with
a desire to discover the exact truth and draw logical
conclusions therefrom

Please do jioi tiuuit that the rich society folk ol
New York eat Uieir meals i.'rom platinum plates, with
goio torks. eacti prong of which ends in a diamond
point For every dinner given which co3ts the hostess
fL'50 u plate there are hundreds of social functions
among the rich the expense of which would appear
iiulte uninterestingly reasonable to the humblest read¬
ers ot youi newspaper

1 wish to sei my readers exactly right in this whole
matter

oei ti be undcrsiood at. once that the woman who
spends even ?b0.00(> a year on clothes 1b a rare ex¬
ception in fashionable society I doubt whether It la
true thai any spend 5.150.000. Perhaps half a donen
spend $100,000 I am not saying lliat it is right that
even mis email number should be permitted to so
waaib the wealth or the land, t nm merely guarding
my readers against belief in fables.

Similarly a very Tew exceedingly wealthy people tn
New York City entertain quite lavishly Two or three
times during the Winter season and two or three
time* during the Summer at Newport, perhaps, they
may entertain at functions which cost 525,000 or even
550,000 each But the total number of such functions
at New York and Newport, with those given by
Americans in London and Paris added, is very small.
For the real luxury that undoubtedly is enjoyed a

good defense may be made, if it were dispensed with,
many thousands of workers would be thrown out of
work i aiu well aware that, arguing from funda¬
mentals the economl3t3 will tell me that this state¬
ment is invalid But the fact remains nevertheless.
Are the economists and the other public critics of
luxurious spending prepared to give Joffs to perhaps
ft hundred thousand workers who are employed in
different fiannrltioa hv thin nnprirtlnff' Whon Him

"Mother" Mary Jones.
NO nation can ever grow greater than us women.

None ever baa; aone ever will. It U the
women who decide the fate of a nation, and

that haa always been ae, aa history proves.
.. What tremendous power and responsibility, there¬
fore, rests with womankind. I wonder if they realize
It. In the poorer classes C think they do, or are com¬

ing to, but the attitude of the rich is appalling.
[ called the other day to see Mrs. J. Borden Harri-

man at the Colony Club. While 1 sat in the reception
room waiting to be received I watched the fashion-
able women come and go. Nearly all of them, tf you
asked them, would tell you proudly that they be¬
longed to society. But if you asked them what society
meant they could not answer you truthfully without
covering themselves with shame,

( will tell you why they could not, or would not.
answer: Because the word society, as applied to
women of to-day, stands for idleness, tads, extrava¬
gance and display of wealth.
The women I saw parade before me were "bluffs.'1

They glanced at me languidly, because that In society
Is the correct way to took at anybody not of their
own claw.
They posed and strutted before me like the poor.

Ignorant geese that they are. and probably imagined
that I was Impreesed. 1 was, but not In the way they
Intended. I realized that they were posing and strut¬
ting because they had nothing elBe to occupy their
minds, and so ( pitied them. My pity was not without
censure, however, becauue in these tlmeB of sufferingthe idle rich woman who parades her finery before
the hungry and poverty-stricken is a modern Inquisi¬tor turning tho thumb-screws of envy and despair into

let them talk about abolishing the Jobs that be.
Shall all this be changed?
If ao, how are we to go about it? That, my friends,

connects itself with the great problem of this age. I
cannot discuss it here Suffice it to say that the
whole tendency of fashionable soclely is now, thank
heaven, in the direction of greater simplicity. Brain6
are admired more than formerly. Relatively poor men
and women are finding their way into the most ex¬
clusive groups in the land. Very real social service
is distinguishing the public life of hundreds of the
fashionable. Thus the problem of luxury is partly
righting itself.
The charge la still occasionally made by the

thoughtless that our fashionable society is idle. It ia
fully a generation oko since that catching phrase
"the idle rich" was first, coined. Whatever truth It
may have had then it has now entirely lost. The mere
fact that a person is in society precludes a state of
idleness, for not only must the society man or woman
be Intoy with purely social affairs, but social success
requires application to many of the most useful «rts
and sciences.
When I think of society ! have in mind people who

are not spendthrifts of cither time or money; in
whose Uvea faghion and clegance arc but fringes. For
It eeems to me that tho chief value of society Is la

what it does for those who are leading useful, Indus¬
trious, purposeful lives.
We all know that our vocational activities render

us cold, callous and consequential, but in society all
the finest feelings and the most amiable propensities
abound and dourish. Society, if good, is the beat re¬
finer of our spirits, for where humans bleud in good-
fellowship there we have an atmosphere of souls in
which our roughnesses are smoothed out and our
virtueB intensified. But only those who are sensible
enough Co feel at ease .iu. society imbibe its full
benefits.

it has always pained me to hear some earnest re¬
former from the wilds denounce society as immodest
and intemperate. I have felt pain not on behalf of
society, but on behalf of the erilic, for it has been
plain to mo that he mistook for society certain per¬
sons who were most decidedly not in It.

It' Is .the function of good society to create and
guide taste. Society sets the fashion in house build¬
ing, furniture, decorations, dining, dancing, entertain
ing, clothes, literature and all thn decorative features
of life.
Good society, in fact, teaches people how to live. It

teaches them to live a graceful and well ordered ex¬
istence, and it gives profitable and intelligent urn-
nlnvmfint

The high Ideals ot womanhood can never be real¬
ized In Colony clubs. Tho mission of woman Is to de¬
velop human hearts and minds along charitable and
sympathetic lines. The canker worm that Is gnawing
at the vit&ls of our womanhood is the failure of the
rich woman to fulfill her mission in life. .We are ao>
clety-mad, and the craze.J &m sorry to have to say
it. but I realize that It is too true.is growing worse.

I look on Mrs. Hfurrlman as an exceptional woman,
of her class, but even she has only scratched the
surface of things as they really are. In Mrs. Harri*
man I find a woman .of force and character. She could
be a great factor In the education of women of her
own set. By that I mean she could educate them to a
realization of their duty In life and help to turn them
from their follies, vanities and shams to putting their
time toward helping their anfortunate sisters.

Mrs. Harriman is groping and seeking the light*'
and with her ability to grasp great problems will do
much toward bettering conditions wherever she may
extend her work.
The hard part of Mrs. Harrlmon's task will be tor,

her to overcome the effect of her environments, trat
she is very gifted and has an open mind, which Is
more than 1 can say for any others in her class that I
have met.
As soon as every woman grasps the idea that weir

other woman is her slater. then we will begin to bet*
ter conditions. For instance. [ saw a girl in a store
che other day ready to drop from weariness. Her
fatigue was apparent, and yet I noticed a woman cui*
corner loaded down with expensive furs and Jewelscall on this girl to get down several heavy boxes of
goods. Then, after glancing over them, she concluded,she didn't want 10 buy anything. This rich woman
wouldn't have aBked her own sister to do that, butshe didn't view the shop girl in that light. Oh, no*
she was "only a shop girl."

I spoke Y.o this girl after the woman had left and
found that she worked about twelve hours a day. and
for a dollar &"<day. Out of this she had to buy her
clothes, her lunch and supply her carfare. What alife!

It Is among tne poor that you find that sisterlyfeeling I have -spoken about, because the poor know
what suffering is and means, and sympathise with
others. You never see a well-dressed womah'glve upher seat in the subway to an old woman, do you? No.
never; but I have often had a poor, tired shop girl
rise with a smile find proffer me her seat because of
my white hair.

Woman Who Doesn't Nurse
Her Own Child Is Wrong
The rich woman who has a maid to raise her obiltf

can't expect to get the right viewpoint of life. If
they would raise their own babies their hearts would
open and their feelings would become human. And
the effect on the child is lust as bad.
A nurse can't give mother's love to somebody elee^S

child.
And while 1 am talking abuut children and mothers

I want to say that if women are against war they
can do much to prevent it by changing their methods
of bringing up children. Every woman should train
her child to have a horror of war. Any woman who
buys a toy gun or pistol for her child ought to be
put in a sanitarium. When you see a child paradingabout in a cardboard suit of armor and a gaily coloredhelmet, carrying a gun, you can say to yourself that
some mother is filling her child's mind with thoughtsof murder, for that is what that uniform and gunrepresent. I don't believe in drilling men or chil¬dren for murder, and whenever I see a man in uniformwalking around with a belt full of bullets, I say tomyself, "There goes a murderer."
Tho power of women is limitless. Look at whatthoy are doing for shattered Belgium. A great workthat, but why not do as much for their sisters overhere. I didn't see the women rising en masse for theirstricken sisters of Colorado. Calumet and West Vir¬ginia during the mine strike riots, and God knowsthey needed help as much as the Belgians, and do yet.Let woman put aside her vanities for the realthings of life. It nauseates me to see your averagecity woman. She is always overdressed, and although'she wears gloves she Is careful to leave her righthand bared so that she can display her fingers crowd'ed to their utmost with Jewels. Whenever I see thatsort of a display I think of the gems as representingthe blood of some crucified child. The woman of to*day.the woman of tho "upper classes," I mean.It

a sad commentary on civilization, as we are pleasedto call It.
Everywhere t go la a city I see this same displayof Jewelry. The women even go to church on Sun¬day with their fingers and breasts ablaze with dia»monds. This includes the wives of ministers them-selves. We never heard of Christ wearing diamonds.When one starts to investigate conditions The re¬sult is appalling. We are supposed to be progressing,but a little study in comparisons seems to point theother way. For instance, it is a fact that althoughthis country is in its Infancy, and has gained in wealth

wore in fifty years than any other country has in 700
years, still we have more poverty in comparison withany of those old countries.
No human being in this country ever ought to gohungry, and there's something radically wrong iomt*where when our Jails are continually overcrowded^An immense amount of good can be done with play*grounds and supplying other means to give the pooroutdoor exercise. Healthy bodies go toward makinghealthy minds, and a man or woman, though poor,can smile and do more to overcome their condition Ifuunds and bodies arc kept in a normal state.I have always felt that no true state of civilizationcan ever be realized as long as we continue to havetwo classes of society. But that is a tremendousproblem, and it will take a terrific amount of laborlo remedy it I think myself that we are bound to aena revolution hero before these questions are straight¬ened out. W* wore on the verge of It in the Coloradoaffair, and the reason we did not have it then wa*not due to the good Judgment of public officials, batto that of labor officials, who worked unceasingly toprevent It.


